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WHO IS VANGUARD? 
 
Vanguard is FIRST AND FOREMOST, A FRIEND OF SINNERS  
 
WHAT IS THE MISSION OF VANGUARD? We have had the same mission now for almost 25 
years, “To love people into a REAL relationship with Jesus Christ.”  
 
REAL MEANS: 

1. Realize the Cost 
2. Embrace His Commands 
3. Align your will to His 
4. Love others 

 
This is WHO God has called us to be.  
 
WHAT RISKS DO WE TAKE TO DO THIS? 
 
 
We use the word POINT and describe a process with each letter. How do we POINT people 
through real relationship to THE friend of sinners? 
 

I. PERSONALLY TOUCH THEM. 
 
Luke 10:25-37 is the story of the Good Samaritan. It tells us how to live with people who don’t 
yet believe in Jesus. 
 

II. OCCASSIONALLY ENCOURAGE THEM. 
 
Luke 5:29 And Levi made a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax 
collectors and others reclining at table with them. 30 And the Pharisees and their scribes 
grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 



31 And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. 
 

III. INTERACTIVELY LISTEN TO THEM 
 
John 4:7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 9 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman 
of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
 

IV. NEVER GIVE UP ON THEM BUT GIVE THEM THEIR SPACE. 
 
Luke 15:4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?” 
 

V. TELL THEM THE GOOD NEWS. 
 
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
Gather 
Engage 
Multiply 
 
FOUR OBSTACLES FOR RECONNECTION: 

1. We feel dislodged from our regular lives and routines and the way life used to be. 
2. We feel disillusioned by what we have experienced and lost these past two years. 
3. We feel discouraged by the uncertainties and the unknowns. 
4. We feel defeated by sin. (we thought we were further along and this isolation has 

caused past sins and addictions to rear their ugly heads again) 

Joshua 24:14 g“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. hPut 

away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 

the Lord. 15 iAnd if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, jchoose this day whom you will serve, 

whether hthe gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or kthe gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you dwell. lBut as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve 

other gods, 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us 



in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18 And 

the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we 

also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”  

19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for he is ma holy God. 

He is na jealous God; ohe will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 pIf you forsake 

the Lord and serve foreign gods, then qhe will turn and do you harm and consume you, after 

having done you good.” 21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve 

the Lord.” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that ryou 

have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then sput 

away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your heart to the Lord, the God of 

Israel.” 
 
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, we dedicate this 25th year of Vanguard’s existence to you. We pray for your 
saints to take risks to reach the lost, gather with one another, and engage one another. We are 
grateful for the Vanguard Family of Churches and pray that you take our feeble efforts of 
preparation and planning and surprise us with your presence in the most unlikely moments of 
our lives and ministry. We dedicate ourselves, the ministries, and this family of Churches to you 
and pray that you give us the grace to live out our mission effectively for your glory and that we 
may experience the full measure of your grace and redemption as we seek to imitate you and 
live out the calling you have given us as a church. Thank you for your faithfulness to us in Jesus 
name, AMEN!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


