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“How do we chase after a kind heart for our enemies when they are willing to accept it and 
when they are not?” 

2 Samuel 9:1 And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show 
him kindness for Jonathan's sake?”  2 Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose 
name was Ziba, and they called him to David. And the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he 
said, “I am your servant.” 3 And the king said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, 
that I may show the kindness of God to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son 
of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.”  

 5 Then King David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-
debar.6 And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face 
and paid homage. And David said, “Mephibosheth!” And he answered, “Behold, I am your 
servant.” 7 And David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of 
your father Jonathan, 

I. CHOOSE SOMEONE FROM YOUR ENEMY’S HOUSE TO SHOW KINDNESS TO. 

7a and I will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table 
always.” 8 And he paid homage and said, “What is your servant, that you should show regard 
for a dead dog such as I?” 

II. RESTORE SOMETHING TO THEM AND BLESS THEM. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world,[a] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

9 Then the king called Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, “All that belonged to Saul and to all 
his house I have given to your master's grandson. 10 And you and your sons and your servants 
shall till the land for him and shall bring in the produce, that your master's grandson may have 
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bread to eat. But Mephibosheth your master's grandson shall always eat at my table.” Now Ziba 
had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my 
lord the king commands his servant, so will your servant do.” So Mephibosheth ate at 
David's[a] table, like one of the king's sons. 12 And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name 
was Mica. And all who lived in Ziba's house became Mephibosheth's servants. 13 So 
Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate always at the king's table. Now he was lame in 
both his feet. 

2 Samuel 10:1 After this the king of the Ammonites died, and Hanun his son reigned in his 
place. 2 And David said, “I will deal loyally[a] with Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father dealt 
loyally with me.” So David sent by his servants to console him concerning his father. And 
David's servants came into the land of the Ammonites. 

3 But the princes of the Ammonites said to Hanun their lord, “Do you think, because David has 
sent comforters to you, that he is honoring your father? Has not David sent his servants to you 
to search the city and to spy it out and to overthrow it?”  

John 12:3 Mary therefore took a pound[a] of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray 
him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii[b] and given to the 
poor?” 
 
Matthew 26:49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed 
him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.”[f] Then they came up and laid hands 
on Jesus and seized him.  

III. LET THEM BE WHO THEY ARE. 

4 So Hanun took David's servants and shaved off half the beard of each and cut off their 
garments in the middle, at their hips, and sent them away. 5 When it was told David, he sent to 
meet them, for the men were greatly ashamed. And the king said, “Remain at Jericho until your 
beards have grown and then return.” 

6 When the Ammonites saw that they had become a stench to David, the Ammonites sent and 
hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob, and the Syrians of Zobah, 20,000 foot soldiers, and the king 
of Maacah with 1,000 men, and the men of Tob, 12,000 men.  

7 And when David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the host of the mighty men. 8 And the 
Ammonites came out and drew up in battle array at the entrance of the gate, and the Syrians of 
Zobah and of Rehob and the men of Tob and Maacah were by themselves in the open country. 

IV. PROTECT THOSE ENTRUSTED TO YOU FROM YOUR ENEMIES. 
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Luke 22: 35 And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or 
sandals, did you lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 36 He said to them, “But now let the one 
who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell 
his cloak and buy one. 
 
Matthew 10:16 Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 

9 When Joab saw that the battle was set against him both in front and in the rear, he chose 
some of the best men of Israel and arrayed them against the Syrians.10 The rest of his men he 
put in the charge of Abishai his brother, and he arrayed them against the Ammonites.11 And he 
said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me, but if the Ammonites are 
too strong for you, then I will come and help you.  

12 Be of good courage, and let us be courageous for our people, and for the cities of our God, 
and may the Lord do what seems good to him.” 13 So Joab and the people who were with him 
drew near to battle against the Syrians, and they fled before him. 14 And when the Ammonites 
saw that the Syrians fled, they likewise fled before Abishai and entered the city. Then Joab 
returned from fighting against the Ammonites and came to Jerusalem. 

15 But when the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they gathered themselves 
together.  

19 And when all the kings who were servants of Hadadezer saw that they had been defeated by 
Israel, they made peace with Israel and became subject to them. So the Syrians were afraid to 
save the Ammonites anymore. 

V. EXTEND PEACE TO THEM ONCE THE THREAT IS RESOLVED. 
 
  


