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“Does The Bible Condone Slavery?” 
 
Principles of last week: 
 

I. THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS BOTH CONDEMN HISTORICAL AMERICAN 
SLAVERY. (Exodus 21:6, 1 Timothy 1:10) 

II. BIBLICAL SLAVERY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WAS VOLUNTARY. (Deuteronomy 
23:15-16, Leviticus 25:39) 

III. A SLAVE CAN REMAIN A SLAVE FOREVER IF THEY CHOOSE IT. (Exodus 21:3,5-6) 
IV. FEMALE SLAVES ARE TO BE CARED FOR AND GIVEN INHERITANCE (Exodus 21:7-11) 
V. GOD NEVER CONDONES THE ABUSE OF SLAVES (Exodus 21:20-21, 26-27,) 

 “What does the Bible teach about slavery part two?”  

Leviticus 25:39 “If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you shall not 
make him serve as a slave:40 he shall be with you as a hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall 
serve with you until the year of the jubilee. 41 Then he shall go out from you, he and his children 
with him, and go back to his own clan and return to the possession of his fathers. 42 For they 
are my servants,[e] whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as 
slaves. 43 You shall not rule over him ruthlessly but shall fear your God. 44 As for your male and 
female slaves whom you may have: you may buy male and female slaves from among the 
nations that are around you. 45 You may also buy from among the strangers who sojourn with 
you and their clans that are with you, who have been born in your land, and they may be your 
property. 46 You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as a possession forever.  

Leviticus 19:33 33 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him 
wrong. 34 You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you 
shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025&version=ESV#fen-ESV-3512e


Specifics: 

1) God allowed Israel to buy slaves from pagan nations. 
2) God allowed Israel to buy slaves from pagan nations and make them their property 

forever. 

What does the Bible teach about slavery? 

I. LOVE THE SLAVE AS YOURSELF. 

Mark 12:31 ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
 
Leviticus 19:2 "You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy"  
 

Leviticus 19:18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people (this 
includes slaves who were a part of Israel), but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 
the Lord. 

II. GRAFT THE SLAVE INTO YOUR GOD GIVEN FOREVER INHERITANCE. 

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave[a]nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

III. THE GOSPEL IS FOR THEM. 

Ephesians 6:5 5 Bondservants,[a] obey your earthly masters[b] with fear and trembling, with a 
sincere heart, as you would Christ,6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good 
will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will 
receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 
 
What does the Bible teach about slavery when you can’t do anything about it? 
 

IV. WORK FOR YOUR EARTHLY MASTER LIKE YOU ARE WORKING FOR GOD. 
 
1 Timothy 6:1 Let all who are under a yoke as bondservants[a] regard their own masters as 
worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and the teaching may not be reviled.2 Those who 
have believing masters must not be disrespectful on the ground that they are brothers; rather 
they must serve all the better since those who benefit by their good service are believers and 
beloved. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%203%3A28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29114a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%206:5-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29326a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%206:5-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29326b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%206:1-2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29773a


What does the Bible teach about slavery when you can’t do anything about it? 
 

V. REFUSE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOUR MASTER BECAUSE THEY ARE CHRISTIAN. 
 
Titus 2:9 9 Bondservants[a] are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to 
be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in 
everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. 
 
1 Peter 2:18 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and 
gentle but also to the unjust.19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, 
you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the 
sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 
22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did 
not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 
him who judges justly.  
 
What does the Bible teach about slavery when you can’t do anything about it? 

VI. MODEL YOUR ATTITUDE OF SUFFERING AS A SLAVE AFTER CHRIST’S EXAMPLE. 

1 Corinthians 7:21 Are you a slave? Don’t let that worry you—but if you get a chance to be free, 
take it. (NLT) 
 
What does the Bible teach about slavery when you can do something about it? 
 

VII. IF YOU GET A CHANCE TO BE FREE, TAKE IT! 
 
1 Peter 2:24 He himself (Jesus) bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%202%3A9-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29901a



