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What principles of holiness has God asked His people to live by? 

Leviticus 21 And the Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to 
them, No one shall make himself unclean for the dead among his people, 2 except for his closest 
relatives, 6 They shall be holy to their God…7 They shall not marry a prostitute or a woman who 
has been defiled, neither shall they marry a woman divorced from her husband, for the priest is 
holy to his God.  

9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by whoring, profanes her father; she 
shall be burned with fire. 

13 And he (the priest) shall take a wife in her virginity.[a] 14 A widow, or a divorced woman, or a 
woman who has been defiled, or a prostitute, these he shall not marry. But he shall take as his 
wife a virgin[b] of his own people, 15 that he may not profane his offspring among his people, 
for I am the Lord who sanctifies him.” 

I. GOD’S LEADERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE TO LIVE BY A HIGHER STANDARD. 
 
1 Timothy 3:2 Therefore an overseer[a] must be above reproach, the husband of one wife… 4 He 
must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if 
someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? 

Leviticus 22:1 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons so that 
they abstain from the holy things of the people of Israel, which they dedicate to me, so that 
they do not profane my holy name: I am the Lord.3 Say to them, ‘If any one of all your offspring 
throughout your generations approaches the holy things that the people of Israel dedicate to 
the Lord, while he has an uncleanness, that person shall be cut off from my presence: I am 
the Lord.  
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Unclean issues: 

1. Leprous disease vs. 4 
2. Discharge vs. 4 
3. Touches someone dead. Vs. 4 
4. Emission of semen vs. 4 
5. Touches a swarming thing vs. 6 
6. Eating something that dies of itself or torn by beasts vs. 8 

9 They shall therefore keep my charge, lest they bear sin for it and die thereby when they 
profane it: I am the Lord who sanctifies them. 

II. DEAL WITH YOUR SIN BEFORE REPRESENTING JESUS TO OTHERS. 

Acts 24:16 So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man. 

10 “A lay person shall not eat of a holy thing; no foreign guest of the priest or hired worker shall 
eat of a holy thing, 11 but if a priest buys a slave[a] as his property for money, the slave[b] may 
eat of it, and anyone born in his house may eat of his food… 

III. EVERYONE IS INVITED TO PARTAKE OF THE HOLY THINGS OF GOD  

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave[a]nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Leviticus 23 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to 
them, These are the appointed feasts of the Lord that you shall proclaim as holy convocations; 
they are my appointed feasts. 

IV. GOD’S PEOPLE ARE TO HAVE HOLY RHYTHMS TO HONOR HIM. 

Here are seven HOLY RHYTHMS: 

1. The Sabbath: Take a break from work and focus on Jesus. (vs. 3) (WEEKLY) 

Romans 14:5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all 
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, 
observes it in honor of the Lord. 

2. Passover: It is seven days set aside to remember God’s faithfulness to remove them 
from the slavery of Egypt. (vs. 4-8) (ANNUALLY) 
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8 But you shall present a food offering to the Lord for seven days. On the seventh day is a holy 
convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.” 

3. The Feast of Firstfruits: This is where you bring God the first fruits of your life. This is 
also called the tithe. (vs. 9-14) 

9 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When 
you come into the land that I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the first 
fruits of your harvest to the priest,  

Matthew 23:23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 
and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 

4. The Feast of Weeks: This is Pentecost in the book of Acts. (vs. 15-22) (50 DAYS AFTER 
PASSOVER) 

15 “You shall count seven full weeks from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you 
brought the sheaf of the wave offering. 16 You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh 
Sabbath. Then you shall present a grain offering of new grain to the Lord. 

Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly 
there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested[a] on each 
one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

5. The Feast of Trumpets: It is a day of rest. It is a day of redemption and God making 
things right. (vs. 23-25) 

23 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, In the seventh 
month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a day of solemn rest, a memorial 
proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a holy convocation. 25 You shall not do any ordinary work, 
and you shall present a food offering to the Lord.” 

6. The Day of Atonement (vs. 26-32)  

26 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 27 “Now on the tenth day of this seventh month is the 
Day of Atonement. It shall be for you a time of holy convocation, and you shall afflict 
yourselves[d] and present a food offering to the Lord.  32 It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn 
rest, and you shall afflict yourselves.  

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 
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7. The Feast of Booths (vs. 33-44) (7 DAYS ONCE A YEAR) 

42 You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43 that your 
generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them 
out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 

44 Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 
God. 

Leviticus 24:1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command the people of Israel to bring you 
pure oil from beaten olives for the lamp, that a light may be kept burning regularly.3 Outside 
the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it from evening to morning 
before the Lord regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations. 4 He shall 
arrange the lamps on the lampstand of pure gold[a] before the Lord regularly. 

5 “You shall take fine flour and bake twelve loaves from it; two tenths of an ephah[b] shall be in 
each loaf.  8 Every Sabbath day Aaron shall arrange it before the Lord regularly; it is from the 
people of Israel as a covenant forever.  

V. GOD’S PEOPLE ARE TO HONOR HIS HOLY COVENANT WITH THEM. 

13 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 14 “Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let 
all who heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. 15 And 
speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God shall bear his 
sin.16 Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death. All the 
congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes the 
Name, shall be put to death. 

17 “Whoever takes a human life shall surely be put to death. 18 Whoever takes an animal's life 
shall make it good, life for life. 19 If anyone injures his neighbor, as he has done it shall be done 
to him, 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; whatever injury he has given a 
person shall be given to him.  23 So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and they brought out of 
the camp the one who had cursed and stoned him with stones. Thus the people of Israel did as 
the Lord commanded Moses. 

VI. GOD’S PEOPLE ARE TO HOLD EACH OTHER ACCOUNTABLE. 

WHAT IS OUR APPROACH NOW?  
 
Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians 5 gives us the guidelines to go about these sorts of matters.  
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