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How does God take our unresolved pain and use it to fulfill his eternal purpose through us?  
 
Genesis 46:1 So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered 
sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and 
said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” 
 
3 Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for 
there I will make you into a great nation. 4 I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will 
also bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” 
 

I. HE GIVES OTHERS VISIONS TO FULFILL OUR ROLE IN THEIR LIVES. 
 
God told Jacob six things in the vision: 
 

1) I am God, the God of your father. 
2) Don’t be afraid to go down to Egypt. 
3) I will make you a great nation. 
4) I myself will go down with you to Egypt. 
5) I will also bring you up again from Egypt. 
6) Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes. 

 
5 Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little 
ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 They also too their 
livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, 
Jacob and all his offspring with him, 7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and 
his sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt. 
 

II. HE CAUSES OTHERS TO TRUST US SO WE CAN FULFILL OUR PURPOSE. 
 
26 All the persons belonging to Jacob who came into Egypt, who were his own descendants, not 
including Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 17 And the sons of Joseph, who were 



born to him in Egypt, were two. All the persons of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt 
were seventy. 
 

III. HE USES OUR FAITHFULNESS TO FULFILL HIS BIG PURPOSE THROUGH US.  
 
28 He (Jacob) had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him to Goshen, 
and they came into the land of Goshen. 29 Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to 
meet Israel his father in Goshen. He presented himself to him and fell on his neck and wept on 
his neck a good while.  
 

IV. HE PLANS A MOMENT TO WIPE AWAY THE PAIN FROM OUR PAST. 

Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place[a] of 
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people,[b] and God himself will be 
with them as their God.[c] 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” 

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the 
spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the 
detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 

30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know that you are still 
alive.”  
moment.  
 
31 Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh and 
will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in the land of Canaan, have 
come to me. 32 And the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock, and they 
have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ 
 
33 When Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you shall say, ‘Your servants 
have been keepers of livestock from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,’ in 
order that you may dwell in the land of Goshen, for every shepherd is an abomination to the 
Egyptians.” 
 
 



V. HE TURNS OUR PAIN INTO WISDOM AND THROUGH IT USES US TO FULFILL HIS 
PLAN. 

 
 
 
 


