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“Why is the Holy Cow Important For Eternal Salvation In The Holy Christ Jesus?”  
 
Numbers 19:1 Now the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 2 “This is the statute of the 
law that the Lord has commanded: Tell the people of Israel to bring you a red heifer without 
defect, in which there is no blemish, and on which a yoke has never come. 
 
REASON #1: BECAUSE THE HOLY COW SYMBOLIZES THE HOLY CHRIST JESUS. 
 
Hebrews 9:13 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons 
with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify[a] for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our[b] conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 
Numbers 19:3 And you shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and it shall be taken outside the camp 
and slaughtered before him. 4 And Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, 
and sprinkle some of its blood toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times. 5 And the 
heifer shall be burned in his sight. Its skin, its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, shall be burned. 
6 And the priest shall take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn, and throw them into the fire 
burning the heifer. 7 Then the priest shall wash his cloths and bathe his body in water, and 
afterward he may come into the camp. But the priest shall be unclean until evening. 8 The one 
who burns the heifer shall wash his cloths in water and bathe his body in water and shall be 
unclean until evening. 9 And a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and 
deposit them outside the camp in a clean place. And they shall be kept for the water for 
impurity for the congregation of the people of Israel; it is a sin offering. 10 And the one who 
gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening. And this 
shall be a perpetual statute for the people of Israel, and for the stranger who sojourns among 
them.  

REASON #2: BECAUSE THE HOLY COW SYMBOLIZES EVERYTHING THE HOLY CHRIST JESUS 
DID FOR US. 

 
Numbers 19:11 “Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean seven days. 12 
He shall cleanse himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, and so be 
clean. But if he does not cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not 
become clean. 13 Whoever touches a dead person, the body of anyone who has died, and does 



not cleanse himself, defiles the tabernacle of the Lord, and that person shall be cut off from 
Israel; because the water for impurity was not thrown on him, he shall be unclean. His 
uncleanness is still on him.  
 
Numbers 19:14 This is the law when someone dies in a tent: everyone who comes into the tent 
and everyone who is in the tent shall be unclean seven days. 15 And every open vessel that has 
no cover fastened on it is unclean. 16 Whoever in the open field touches someone who was 
killed with a sword or who died naturally, or touches a human bone or a grave, shall be unclean 
seven days. 17 For the unclean they shall take some ashes of the burnt sin offering, and fresh 
water shall be added in a vessel. 18 Then a clean person shall take hyssop and dip it in the 
water and sprinkle it on the tent and on all the furnishings and on the persons who were there 
and on whoever touched the bone, or the slain or the dead or the grave. 19 And the clean 
person shall sprinkle it on the unclean on the third day and on the seventh day. Thus on the 
seventh day he shall cleanse him, and he shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water, and 
at evening he shall be clean. 
 
20 “If the man who is unclean does not cleanse himself, that person shall be cut off from the 
midst of the assembly, since he has defiled the sanctuary of the Lord. Because the water for 
impurity has not been thrown on him, he is unclean. 21 And it shall be a statute forever for 
them. The one who sprinkles the water for impurity shall wash his clothes, and the one who 
touches the water for impurity shall be unclean until evening. 22 And whatever the unclean 
person touches shall be unclean and anyone who touches it shall be unclean until evening.”  

REASON #3:  BECAUSE THE HOLY COW SYMBOLIZED THE BASIS FOR THE HOLY CHRIST JESUS’ 
FIRST MIRACLE.  

Hebrews 10:10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 

REASON #4:  BECAUSE THE HOLY COW SHOWS US THE HOLY CHRIST JESUS IS THE ONLY 
MEANS OF ETERNAL SALVATION.  
  
Numbers 20:1 And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the wilderness of 
Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. And Miriam died there and was buried 
there. 
 
2 Now there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled themselves together 
against Moses and against Aaron. 3 And the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Would 
that we had perished when our brothers perished before the Lord! 6 Then Moses and Aaron 
went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of meeting and fell on their 
faces. And the glory of the Lord appeared to them, 7 and the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 8 
“Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock 
before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall bring water out of the rock for them and give 



drink to the congregation and their cattle.” 9 And Moses took the staff from before the Lord, as 
he commanded him.  
 
10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock…11 And Moses 
lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and 
the congregation drank, and their livestock. 

12 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as 
holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the 
land that I have given them.” 13 These are the waters of Meribah, where the people of Israel 
quarreled with the Lord, and through them he showed himself holy. 

14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom: “Thus says your brother Israel: 
You know all the hardship that we have met…17 Please let us pass through your land…18 But 
Edom said to him, “You shall not pass through, lest I come out with the sword against you.” 21 
Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his territory, so Israel turned away from him.  

22 And they journeyed from Kadesh to Mount Hor…23 And the Lord said to Moses and 
Aaron…24 Let Aaron be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land that I have given 
to the people of Israel, because you rebelled against my command at the waters of Meribah. 25 
Take Aaron and Eleazar his son and bring them up to Mount Hor. 26 And strip Aaron of his 
garments and put them on Eleazar his son. And Aaron shall be gathered to his people and shall 
die there.” 27 Moses did as the Lord commanded. 28…And Aaron died there on the top of the 
mountain.  Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 29 And when all the 
congregation saw that Aaron had perished, all the house of Israel wept for Aaron thirty days. 
 
The 20th chapter has four grim realities: 

1. The death of Miriam, prophetess of the Lord (vs. 1) 
2. The rebellion of Moses, prophet of the Lord (vs. 1-13) 
3. The arrogant inhospitality of Edom (vs. 14-21) 
4. The death of Aaron, priest of the Lord (vs. 22-29) 

 
 


